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State prison supervisor is fired 
for sexually charged comments 


BY WILL DORAN 
wdoran@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 

A state prison supervisor was 
fired this year after multiple 
female officers said he rubbed 
his groin in their presence and 
made sexual comments such as, 
“You don’t know what I could 
do to you.” 

Bernard Robinson, a former 
sergeant at Lumberton Correc- 
tional Institution south of Fayet- 
teville, had worked for the state 


for 22 years before he was fired 
in February. 

Details of the accusations 
remained out of the public eye 
until this September when a 
judge affirmed the firing. 

Four women, who ranged in 
age from 24 to 55, came forward 
in the summer of 2016 with 
allegations that the 47-year-old 
Robinson had directed lurid 
comments and lewd behavior at 
them while on the job. All four 
had been under Robinson’s 
direct supervision, so he had 
control over their schedules, 
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NC does not track how often state 
employees are disciplined for sexual 
harassment. 8A 


vacation requests, promotions, 
disciplinary actions and other 
matters. 

Two of the women didn’t 
report him at all until ap- 
proached by an investigator. 
Another said she had endured 
his verbal and physical harass- 
ment for three years before 
filing a formal complaint. 


Robinson has denied all the 
allegations, saying the women 
either misunderstood him or 
were out to get him. 

The administrative law judge, 
Donald Overby, disagreed and 
said Robinson’s behavior “un- 
questionably amounted to sex- 
ual harassment.” But the case 
isn’t done yet because Robinson 
has appealed again, said his 
attorney, Michael C. Byrne, who 
runs a Raleigh firm that special- 
izes in representing state em- 
ployees. The case is now in 
superior court. 


Robinson, who made $45,643 
last year according to state re- 
cords, was eight years away 
from being able to retire with a 
full pension. 

The case began in July 2016, 
when a correctional officer went 
to the Equal Employment Op- 
portunity Office of the N.C. 
Department of Public Safety. 

Overby wrote in his ruling 
that the women’s initial hes- 
itation to come forward was 
“understandable,” since “fe- 
male correctional officers work- 
ing in this environment are 
reluctant to report sexual ha- 
rassment by superiors for fear of 
reprisals in a male dominated 
environment.” 

The first officer to come for- 
ward said Robinson would “look 
me up and down and then lick 
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They died at a Raleigh orphanage, 
but no one knows where they rest 


BY JOSH SHAFFER 
jshaffer@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 
n 1905, a fire broke out at 
Raleigh’s Catholic orphan- 
age, a blaze so terrible it 
forced priests to leap out of 

windows to safety below. Three 

young students sleeping inside 
that night found no easy escape, 
and the flames trapped them on 
the fourth-story roof. 

Timothy Wallace, the oldest 
at 21, urged his young compan- 
ions to leap 45 feet to the 
ground, where the priests were 
spreading mattresses to cushion 
their fall. He and the first boy 
jumped and landed with surviv- 
able injuries. But John Gladish, 
16, took his plunge and missed 
the mattress altogether, dying 
from his injuries later that Sun- 
day. 

Gladish, whom the newspa- 
pers would describe as a “bohe- 
mian,” is one of few buried in 
the orphanage cemetery whose 
name and story survive into the 
21st century. Nothing remains 
of their resting place, now an 
empty patch of woods on N.C. 
State University’s Centennial 
Campus. 

Within sight of those woods, 
the Catholic diocese of Raleigh 
has opened Holy Name of Jesus 
Cathedral, its newest and gran- 
dest church topped with a cop- 
per dome that is visible for 
miles. But since the cathedral’s 
dedication, I’ve heard several 
people wonder what happened 
to the orphans’ graveyard. What 
became of the first Catholics to 
occupy that patch of land off 
Western Boulevard? Where is 
John Gladish, the silent witness 
to a century? 

The clearest answer: Forgot- 
ten. Here is the cloudy explana- 
tion I could find. 

In the early 1980s, Dean Rue- 
drich would take walks through 
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JOSH SHAFFER jshaffer@newsobserver.com 


Fourteen unmarked graves in St. Joseph’s Cemetery in New Bern likely contain remains from Raleigh’s 
Catholic orphanage, which operated from 1899 to the 1970s. But the cemetery has no record of them. 


Accreditor 

to look into 
statements 

UNC made 

to NCAA 


BY DAN KANE 
dkane@newsobserver.com 


UNC-Chapel Hill’s accreditor 
says it will look into statements 
the university made to an NCAA 
panel at an August hearing that 
showed support for classes at 
the heart of a long-running 
academic scandal that involved 
a disproportionate number of 
athletes. 

Those statements, made be- 
hind closed doors in August and 
recently disclosed by the 
NCAA’s Committee on Infrac- 
tions in its decision not to puni- 
sh UNC, appear to contradict a 
promise UNC made four years 
ago to the accreditor that the 
classes would not be counted 
towards graduation. 

The accreditor’s decision to 
review the statements stems 
from three passages in the 
NCAA’s decision that say the 
university stood by the classes 
hundreds of students took. The 
NCAA committee cited UNC’s 
backing of the classes for not 
sanctioning UNC because 
NCAA rules leave academic 
fraud determinations to uni- 
versities. 

The NCAA investigation was 
prompted by revelations about 
classes that never met, had no 
instruction and were created by 
a secretary who provided a high 
grade on papers she admitted 
not reading in full. 

But UNC did not stand behind 
the classes in 2013 when the 
accrediting commission first 
looked into the scandal. UNC 
staved off sanctions from the 
accreditor by agreeing not to 
honor “paper” classes taken by 
students who needed them to 
graduate. 
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